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MATTER OF: MNadge Berncdine Burk - Reimbursemznt of cost
of transportation of household goods

DIGEST: Eoployee vho incident to transfer overseas
wvas authorlzed transportacion and nontempora.y
ltorcge ‘of household goods is not entitled
to rzimbursement of cost of moving housshold
goods by privately owned automobile ts per-
wanent relidence in Unlited States, since no
evidence ‘7as submitted to show the cost of
trlnaportation of the household goods.
Neither would the employee be entitled to
noutemporary astorsge of household goods
since 2 JTR para. C70352-3c requires that
responsible traunsportation officer deter-
mine place of nontemporary storage and
emplcyee was ot authorized to transport
good> to pemn-nt residence for storage.

This is 1n .response to a requnst by Ms, Madge Bernadine Burk
for teconaideration of that part of the Certificate of Settlament
dated Msarch 12,.1975, winich disallowed her claim for reimbursement
of the cost of ﬂ\a transportation.of her househcld effects from
Forestvilla, Haryland, to Nacogdcches, Texas,

The record showu that Ms, Burl an employee of the Depart-
went of “the Alr Potce, by travel order dated June 13, 1972, was
transferred from Forestville, Hafyland to Kadena Air Force Base
(AFB),' Okinawa. khe travel order authorized transportation of
houaehold goods not in excess of 2,000 pounds. It also authorized
nontemporary storagze of household gocda. Ms, Burk departed
Forestville on June 16, 1972, by’ privately owned sutomobile for"
her . permanant ‘residence in Nacogdochau enroute to Kadina AFB, She
states that due to the late receipt of her travel order, and also
due to 'Hurricane Agnes, she wis not able to utilize govermment
facilities to move her household. goods, nor could commercial movers
be utilizel pricr’to the expiration of her apartment lease on
Juge 30, 1972. As a reault, she packed what household goods she
could without oatainins the official weight and moved it in her-
privately owned automobile. Ms, Burk returned to Forestville on
June 23, 1972, to haul another load of household gocds to
Nacogdoches, She then left her privately owned automobile in
Nacogdoches and proceeded by air to Kadena AFB,
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Ma, Burk has been reimbursed for her travel and for trans-
portation nf her household goods from Macogdoches to Kadena AFB
but has not been reimbursed for the cost of transporting her
household goods from Forestville to Naccgdoches,

A Covermment employee transferzed to a location outside the
continental United States is entitled to reimburrecent of the cost
of the tranaportation of his houschold goods um an actusl expense
Desis in an amount not to exceed ‘the cost of transportation” from
his oid permapent duty station to his new permgnent duty station
by a usually treveled route, Also, the employee iz entitled to
shipment of all of his household goods or a portiom thercof: to an
alternate dustination in the continental United States specified
#t the time of the transfer. GSelection of an alturnare destination
will be in lieu of trangportation to the overn-as permancnt duty
station for that portion of the. household goodl lhipped to such
alternate location, 2 Joint Travel Re;ulotiona (JTR) ‘' paxa, €7052-4
(change 65, March 1, 1971). Whenever possible, movement of house-
hold goods will be actomplished by a Governuent Bill of Lading (GBL)
irrespective of whether the destiuation s within or outsida: the
continantal United States, ."he activity procassing the employee
will make the necessary at .+ :ments through the local tramspoxtation
officer for shipment of houuehold goods., 2 JTR C7052-5,

e

I1f goods are not skipped on a GBL, reimbursement is to be
made to the employee for transportation expenses ' actually aad
necessarily incurred, withia specified limitations, if properly
documented, Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular No,
A-56, para. 6,6d; B-175984, February 12, 1973,

.Nontemporary storage of Lhe houaehold goods of an amployee
transferred to an overseas ptrmanent duty station may be authorized
in the public interest, 2 JIR psra. C7052-3c, HouaseholZd goods may
be stored either in available Government—owned storage space, or
in suitable commercial or privntcly owned space if Government spaca
iz not available, or if commercial or privately owned space is more
economical or suitable. Tae responsible transportation officer. is
to make the determination of where the goods are to be stored,

Since Ms. Burk was authorized iransportat{on of her household
goods not to exceed 2,000 pounds, and nontemporary storsge mot to
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excead 5,000 pouuds ftdl !orcutvlllc to lndcna AFPD, 1: appears

'~hat the agency intended that Ms, Burk store tha major portion

of her goods and proceed dlrnctly to Kadena. This procedure

would ba in nceord with the regulations discussed above, Imstead,
Ms: Burk traveled by privately owned vehicle with her household

goods to Ilcogn.chal and than proceaded to Kadenz AFBR. Ms, Burk

has produced no ducumentation to support her claim for transpurtation

" uxpenses from Forestville to Nacogdoches. In hezr latter of asp-

peal, Ms, Buirk mentions & bill of lading used in comnection with
transportation of certain of her houselold goods, bui'has not
enclosed a copy of that document or explained the relationahip
betveen the goods shipped on the bill of lading and those trans-
ported in her car, Furthermore, Ms., Burk did unot utilize the
nontemporary stor;;c‘fucilit‘el as authoriszed in her tzavel orders,
It is not clear uhcthet or not Ms, Burk ltored;pnrt of Ler house-
hold effects in’ chongchct or wheth.r shao shipped them all to
Kadena. Siunce we have ‘mot been furnishad evidence showing- the
cost of the transpurtntion of the household goods to nlcogdochcs

we cannot authorize reimbursement. Neither can we allow reimburae-
nant for nontemporlry storage since 2 JTR 7052~3c, requires that
the tvansportation officer determina the place of storage.

Accor&iﬁgly, we sustain the action of our Claims Division
in disnllawing Ms. Buzk's claim for further tvaasportation allowances,

. In reaponac to Ms, Burk's request as to the court that would

have jurisdiction in-an sppeal from & decision of the General Accounting.
Offic., the United States Gourt of Claims and the United States .
District Courts have jurisdiction to consider certain claims against

the Government if suit is filed within 6 years after 'the claim firet
accrued, Sec 28 U,S.C. 1346(a)(2), 1491, 2401 and 2501,
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Returned herewith {s file 2-2503627, forwarded foz our con-

sideration on June 23, 1976, ia comnection with Ms, Burk®s appeal

of your discllowance of her claim for reimbursement of cost of

transportation of houssehold goods pursusnt to har transfer to Kndeua

Alx Porce Bass, Okinawa. ' |
By decision of today, copy attached, we sustain your dis- -

. sllowanca,

" Attachments
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